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...who awoKe one morning... 
6 



...who awoKe one morning... 
6 























...only to find that he was 'totally 
insignificant and alone. 
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this caused him great distress, 
it Took his breath away (for a few 
seconds)-, and he could not eat (until 
a little after lunch). 
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he was perplexed... 

"what should i do?” he worried aloud. 
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so he sat down and thought 
and thought and thought 
(but not enough to miss dinner). 
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he decided to consult a rabbi,a pastor 
and a chaplain, a bodhisattva, an imam, 
a priest, a shaman, a monK, a guru, a 
lay minister and many many drier 
theologians from many many other 
faiths and creeds. 
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he also visited a church, a "temple, a 
mosque, an ashram, a synagogue, a 
shrine, a storefront... 
he read the vedas, the bible,the 
torah,the poetic edda,the quhan,the 
tao te ching, the booK of the dead, 
various leaflets... 

12 



he also visited a church, a "temple, a 
mosque, an ashram, a synagogue, a 
shrine, a storefront... 
he read the vedas, the bible,the 
torah, the poetic edda, the quhan,the 
tao te ching, the booK of the dead, 
various leaflets... 


12 











...yet; he still felt totally insiqnificanf 
and alone. 
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so he decided do take up exercise, 
eat right, do yoga (but not on a full 
stomach), read Self-help literature, 
meditate, practice various martial 
arts, attend a plethora of workshops 
and seminars (during three-day 
weekends only), drink green tea in the 
mornings ancr chamomiie (with a splash 
of almond milk) in the evenings... 
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...yet, he still felt totally insiqnifican+ and 
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14 , 



...yet, he still felt totally insiqnifican+ and 
alone. 

14, 










he was frustrated. 

"am i not doing what i ought to?” 
he anguishea aloud... 
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but not "too loudly, fearinq his 
neighbors woulo report any binl - of 
a rocKus. 
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so he muffled his anxiety in a well- 
contained broom closet in the back 
of his modest little two-bedroom one- 
and-a-half bath slump block 
bungalow. 
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he ruminated... 
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...a lot. 
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...a lot. 
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“aha!" he meekly exclaimed. 

"business! money! i'll seek my fortune!” 
his eyes squinted and grew sharp. 
2 £ 











so he received his mba online, began 
marketing a questionable invention N 
(a leash that allows a dog to walk itself) 
or two (adjustments to the previous 
invention allowing owners to snare 
loose dogs...), sar on a multitude of 
boards, hungrily launched hostile 
takeovers... he, in fact, became quite the 
financial biackbearch. 
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...and made lots o' dough. 

...lots... 
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...yet, he still felt totally insignificant 

and alone. 
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so he decided to enter politics 
(conscious of the fact that he had 
been once classified 4-fL. 
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...but his anxiety quadrupled! 
instantaneously, he scrapped that 
idea, so he wouid not lose his 
appetite (since it was nearly time 
for breakfast). 
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“maybe Pm missing the obviousF’he 
wrinKled. "maybe i need to throw 
myself headlong into hedonism and 
se If-gratificafionr he gleefully 
giggied aloud in his newly-acquired 
mansion... 
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...it did not take very long until he 
was thoroughly sated... 

...and broke... 

...thus, returning to his modest 
Iiltle two-bedroom one-and-a-half 
bath slump block bungalow...flanked 
by nosy neighbors... 
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...and yes, 
still feeling 
totally insignificant 

alone. 
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so he crammed almost all of his 
belonginqs into a well-worn duffle bag, 
stuffed two -month's worth of food 
(lots of gingersnaps) into an old patched 
and tattered Knapsack, and jammed 
fifty dollars intonis back pockets... 
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...he donned a pair of stout work 
shoes and placed a huge straw hat 
upon his head. 
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it was a little after midnight when 
he left (escaping his neighbors’ 
sidelong glances), leaving the front 
door wide open. 
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down +he road he walked... 
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...not looking back. 
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the mans sore feet slowly 
toughened; he los1~his pudgy middle-, 
his mind beqan 'to open and to 

relax... 
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...as he walked 
and walked 
and 
walked. 
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at one point, he was robbed and beaten 
by highwaymen who spoke (at least to 
him') a curious tongue, 
they stole half his ciothes, a third of his 
food, but not his money...which was 
hidden in his left shoe... 
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...sometime after, he stopped to help a 
family rebuild their home, which had 
been destroyed by a cyclone. 
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he was shot at by both a ruling party's 
military and guerrillas when he absenT- 
mindedlv stumbled onto a war- torn 
battlefield... 
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...he held and comforted a young 
child dying of a.i.d.s. 
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he nearly died of fever and 
dehydration... 
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...he helped dig irrigation ditches... 
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...then stucK around to help with the 
harvest 
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he fell in love a million times... 
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...and had his ever-expanding heart 
broKen just as many times... 
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...finally realizinq that love's ebb and 
flow... 
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...is all a matter of continuous creation... 

52 



...is all a matter of continuous creation... 


52 












...sturdier feet... 
...sturdier spine... 
...sturdier mind... 
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...then one day, stretched out 
underneath a jacaranda in full bloom 
(he had already tucKed a seed in his 
shirt pocket), humminq a k'arawi to 
himself... ^ 
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...the man grinned from ear to ear: 
"i am thoroughly alive; he murmured, 
"and i’m not aioner 
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"in fact, i don’t thinK ive ever really 
Deen totally insignificant and alone, 
i just never knew...just never knew.” 
he gently closed nis eyes and 
smiled again. 
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so he decided to return to his modest 
little two-bedroom one-and-a-half 
bath slump block bungalow, 
unconcerned with the advent of whet 
he might just discover. 
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only now, he carried a slightly larger 
but less tattered knapsacK, which held a 
few changes of clothing as well as 
enough food for a day or two. (he had 
become a light eater, r 
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so off he walked... 


59 



so off he walked... 


59 















...and along the way, he lost two toes to 
frostbite and celebrated the new year 
in a remote mountain village... 
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...he also herded reindeer for a season, 
then lost an earlobe to skin cancer 
working with a fishing village on a 
sun-drenched bay... 
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...it was a tong walK Dack to his modest 
little two-bedroom one-and-a-half bath 
slump block bungalow... 
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...yet, his heart kept expanding, deepening, 
while his countenance became weightless. 
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when he finally returned to where he 
had begun so long long ago, he 
discovered that his bungalow and 
the entire surrounding town had 
vanished, neighbors ana all. 
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where everything had once stood, 
there now stretched an immense 
prgdera filled with tail tall qrass and 
millions of wildflowers. 
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calmiy smiling... 

no longer totally insignificant., 
no longer alone. 
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his body lay motionless for many 
many seasons, undeTected, 
unbothered, calm, rooted... 
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...and the seed he had squirreled away 
in his shirt pocket Decame a seedling... 
became a tree... 
anchored by his heart... 
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